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Established in 1973 as the 

Erie County Rape Crisis 

Center, Crime    Victim 

Center of Erie County 

seeks to reduce the impact 

of crime through 

counseling, education and           

advocacy. In 2014,  CVC 

helped more than 6,500 

victims and their families 

in our        community. 

More than 19000      

students and professionals 

took part in our prevention 

education programs.  Our 

programs and    services 

are offered completely free 

to our clientele with no       

discrimination toward age, 

race, gender,    sexual 

orientation or economic 

status. 

Picture yourself in a tuxedo or formal gown at 
Perry Monument on a beautiful early 
September evening.  Imagine sipping locally 
produced wine and other beverages and 
partaking in 
fabulous food.  
Be surrounded 
by extraordinary 
natural foliage 
along with 
exquisite 
centerpieces, 
fine music, and 
first class 
hospitality.  
Enjoy meeting 
and visiting with 
a select group 
of Erie 
dignitaries and 
socialites 
including our 
honorary chair, 
Michelle Ridge 
and our chair 
couples, Mr. & 
Mrs Terrence 
and Patricia 
Cavanaugh and Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Craige 
Victor.  

Participate in watching the beautiful sun setting 
and moon rising from our phenomenal location 
within Presque Isle.  Finally and most 
importantly, be present at a celebration to 

I S S U E  

S u m m e r  

2 0 1 5  

02 
Quarterly 

Newsletter 

On 

Crime Victim Center 

 

support Crime Victim Center’s education 
department and the 17,000 students we 
presented to in the past 12 months. This 
wouldn’t be possible without your generosity.   

On Friday, 
September 11th 
Moonlight on the Bay 
will be held at Perry 
Monument on 
Presque Isle State 
Park starting at 6 PM.  
It’s a one of a kind 
celebration in Erie 
and our most 
successful fundraiser 
of the year.  Please 
join us.  Be one of 
the champions of 
Erie County who will 
allow us to continue 
our mission of crime 
prevention through 
education. 

For details or 
reservations, visit our 
website at 
www.cvcerie.org or 

call 814-455-9414.   Tickets are $125/person 
with table and event sponsorships also 
available. 

Thank you for your consideration.  We hope to 
see you Friday, September 11th at Perry 
Monument. 
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All Trainings will be from 

5pm to 8pm.   

Pre-registration is required 

by calling 455-9414. 

Large groups can schedule 

training off-site. 

Cost per participant is $10 

each. 

L I V E  T E L E T H O N  
Hosted By Jill McCormick 

Tune in on Tuesday,  July  14th  
PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT 

5:00—

Proceeds from this telethon will be spent healing the 

victims of crimes. 

Help Support our Cause…………. 
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Give to Crime Victim Center on  
August 11, 2015 

Erie Gives celebrates our 

community! 
 

August 11, 2015 marks the  

5th Erie Gives Day.   

During this event which runs 

between 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on August 

11, Erie Community Foundation will 

match a percentage of each donation 

that you make to your favorite 

nonprofit when you donate through 

their website. 

http://www.eriegives.org 

When you give to Crime 

Victim Center, you help 

the people we help. 

The more you give, the more you get. 
The more you laugh, the less you fret. 

The more you do unselfishly, 

the more you live abundantly. 
The more of everything you share, 

the more you'll always have to spare. 
The more you love, the more you'll find 

that life is good and friends are kind. 
For only what we give away, 

enriches us from day to day. 

                               Unknown 



In the past 12 months, our education department has been in front of over 19,000 Erie county children 
and adults presenting a message of crime prevention through education.  These educational sessions are 
not funded by the state or federal government, but by our sponsors and donors; by residents of Erie 
County. 



Who We Help 

Victims Served in 2014 

Sexual Assault 

Adults 354 

Children 269 

Significant Others 315 

Other Crimes 

Victims 4,546 

Witnesses 706 

Significant Others 373 

Victim Compensation 

Claims 43 

Key Services 

24-hour Hotline 

Crisis Intervention 

Individual Counseling 

Support Groups 

Court Accompaniment 

Compensation Assistance 

Restitution Assistance 

Five Satellite Offices 

2015 Winners: Bianchi Honda 

Once again, Crime Victim Center’s Microbrew Golf 

Tournament was a great success.  On June 15th, 

over 100 golfers came to Lake Shore Country Club to 

support our cause.  The weather was perfect, the 

local craft beer was a huge hit.   Winners: Jason 

Porreco, John Potter, Josh Gionti, Drew Deimel. 

The goal of this project is to bring dance and art into the lives of people, providing a holistic approach 
to the person, and enriching the lives of the community on the overarching theme of empowerment. 
This will include many different factors including; each week having a specific theme of 
empowerment, professional performances, visual art workshops, and other ways to interact with the 
community. These Mid-Day Dance Breaks will take place in Perry Square from 12 
until 1. We at the Crime Victim Center hope to get as many people there as 
possible to enjoy the beautiful Erie Summer. Support for this program is provided 
in part from an Erie Arts & Culture Project Grant, made possible by community 
contributions to 
the Combined Arts 
& Cultural 
Campaign and the 
Erie Arts 
Endowment.  

Bringing empowerment to Erie 

Perry Square  

12:00PM—1:00PM   
July 9th, 23rd, 30th, August 6th, 13th.  

Our golf tournament might be over, but there's another oppor-
tunity for you to support CVC with Widget Financial's Million 
Dollar Golf Shoot Out Tournament!  Monday, August 17, 2015 
at Lake View Country Club, take your best shot at winning 
$1,000,000 in the Million Dollar Golf Shoot Out Tournament! 
Funds raised from this event will be donated to Charities for 
Children, Inc. which supports 14 local charities for children in 
Erie, Pennsylvania. Just choose Crime Victim Center as your charity of choice and we get the funds! 

Tee-off begins at 10:00 AM with a putting green contest starting at 9:00AM. We will be playing a 

Scramble format with special skill holes along the course.  Prizes for the day include a chance to win 

$30,000, a set of Callaway Irons, an LCD Flat Screen TV, roundtrip domestic airfare for two and the 

shoot out for ONE MILLION DOLLARS!  Register at: https://www.widgetfinancial.com/golfregister# 

https://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.widgetfinancial.com%2Fgolfregister&h=RAQGPkWL-&enc=AZPpBPDr3vHiPrdlhRaq1UknaCdYtYwrZ9zfWPLmZ8J8FnC8fbaqE04EnHTRNDakGluJ4zLMxOLNWC59aVEyuEngh2jY5vJ6kpL8g353GKeE53yCrRE0WGnI4ko_NweksWFN1nnloFETkAQcMBe80cwYeeF2m


Crime Victim Center of Erie County 

partnered together with Unified Erie’s 

Neighborhood Resource Organization 

(NRO) and the International Institute of 

Erie to host their third installment of 

Community Awareness Night at All An Act 

Theatre.  

The event brought together members of 

State Law Enforcement, Non-profit 

professionals, and concerned citizens to 

learn more about the topics of Cultural 

Competency and Bystander Intervention 

Strategies. Dylanna Jackson, Executive 

Director of International Institute of Erie 

shared her expertise on understanding 

the growing number of refugee 

populations in Erie- populations such as: 

Nepali, Somali, Bhutanese, Congolese, 

and Bosnian. These families and 

individuals have fled from war-torn 

countries and continue to face many 

challenges of assimilating into American 

culture that is unknown to most.   

In addition, Executive Director of 

Neighborhood Resource Organization,  

Dave Deter highlighted it’s past 

achievements, as well its future strategies 

to address community disorganization 

and other risk factors that contribute to 

the root causes of crime and violence.   

Director of Prevention Education Amy 

Blackman at Crime Victim Center offered 

practical tips on becoming an ‘Active 

Bystander’ when someone witnesses a 

problem situation.  Blackman states 

“Most of the time, people want to 

intervene but having an understanding of 

what method of intervention is best at the 

time will help people to start thinking 

about their options.”  

The common response for not intervening 

can be anything from “I don’t want to 

make the situation worse,” to “no one 

else is doing anything, so it must not be a 

problem,” or “ It has nothing to do with 

me so why should I get involved?”  

However, in order to stop violence before 

it occurs, anyone can play a role in safely 

diffusing a situation. A few examples 

mentioned were: 

Following the event, attendees left  

empowered, and informed of the 

resources and services that are available 

to the community.  CVC continues to 

strive for finding the intersectionality of 

so many great organizations in Erie, PA. 

Stay connected to CVC’s Facebook, 

Twitter, and website for the next 

Community Awareness Night and we 

hope to see you there! 

Community Awareness Night 

 Distraction 

 Redirection 

 Humor 

 Silent stare 

 Ask questions 

 Call for help 

 Address the 

behavior-not 

the person 

 Use the help 

of others 

around 

Amy Blackman—Director of Prevention Education, CVC 

Dave Deter—Executive Director, NRO Dylanna Jackson—Director of IIOE 



 

 
Crime Victim Center Employee Highlight 

 

Erin Pelinsky was nominated for the Governors Pathfinders Award this year and was selected as a 

runner up for this statewide award.   Erin just celebrated 18 years of employment with the CVC.  

 

Erin Pelinsky has the very important position of Victim Compensation Claims Representative.    Erin is 

the sole individual at our agency who assists and helps individuals file for Crime Victims Compensation.  

Erin goes above and beyond to help victims, witnesses and significant others throughout our community.  

She consistently shows respect for all those she comes in contact with. Working with those affected by crime is not 

always easy yet Erin makes it appear that way; She is well versed in the practices, procedures and guidelines.  In fiscal 

year 2013-2014 Erin assisted 55 new victims in filing compensation claims within Erie County. She also assisted with 

filing 16 supplemental claims. Ultimately these claims awarded $159,311.24 back to the 

victims, medical providers, and others in our community affected by crime via loss of 

earnings, stolen cash benefits, medical expenses and funeral expenses as a result of homicide. 

When she’s not working hard for Erie County,  Erin & her husband Rich are avid Cleveland 

Browns fans.  During the winter months, they play in a “Valley 8” billiards league & enjoy 

bowling with friends.  As for the summer, they get out for “quick 9” whenever they 

can.  Relaxing on the deck, sampling some of their homemade wine while watching the turkey 

& the deer is a favorite pastime. 

 

The Prevention 
Education 
Specialists  at Crime 
Victim Center 
welcomed some 
fuzzy new team 
members this June.  
At a full height of 
nine and a half 
inches the stuffed 
elephants, all 
named Taboo, carry 
the promise of 
easing people into 
conversations about 
difficult subjects.  “I 
wanted something 
soft and 
approachable to 
encourage people 
to speak,” says the 
Director of Prevention and 
Education Amy Blackman.  “Taboo 
is literally the elephant in the 
room.  It is the thing someone 
wants to talk about, but struggles 
with.” 

 

The stuffed pachyderms 
have been featured on the 
Crime Victim Center’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages 
using the hashtag 
#taboointheroom.  Taboo 
will continue to travel with 
the educators, helping them 
highlight important events 
or focus attention on Crime 
Victim Center programming.  
Please watch for 
#taboointheroom as the 
elephants continue to travel 
throughout Erie County.  For 
any questions regarding 
Taboo or requests for 
programming, please 
contact the Prevention 
Education Team at 814-455-

9414. 

August 17, 2015 

Lakeview Country Club 

Tee off at 10:00 

www.widgetfinancial.com/golf 

The goal for this tournament is to 

raise $23,000 for Charities for Chil-

dren, Inc.  You have 

the opportunity to choose the 

local charity that will benefit from 

your sponsorship.  
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