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 In 2016, CVC 

helped nearly 5,000 

victims and their  

families throughout 

Erie County. Almost 

20,000 children and 

adults took part in our 

prevention education 

programs. 

 Our counseling and 

advocacy services are 

offered completely 

free to our clientele 

with no discrimination 

toward age, national 

origin, race, gender, 

sexual orientation, or 

economic status. 

 Established in 1973 

as the Erie County 

Rape Crisis Center, 

the Crime Victim 

Center of Erie County 

seeks to reduce crime 

and the impact of 

crime, including 

sexual violence, 

through counseling, 

education and 

advocacy. 

As this newsletter goes to print, we are in the midst of yet another scandal about yet another 

powerful man behaving badly. 

More women and men coming forward to say, “Yes, that was done to me, too.” 

More people saying, “I didn’t want to know.” “What was I supposed to do about it?” “I didn’t 

think he was a rapist…just an entitled jerk.” 

Crime Victim Center sees the aftermath of actions like these every single day. This, America, is 

what rape culture looks like. 

Predators are to blame. Victims are not. All the victim directives that we are told to follow—hold 

your keys, don’t run in the woods, watch your drinks, only go out in a group, never be alone—

only mean that the predator will target a different person…not that there will be no victim. 

“Why were you out alone at night; why were you wearing so much makeup; why were you not 

wearing makeup; why is your hair so short, so long, so styled, so butch?” “Why are you openly 

gay? “What is a black woman doing here?” “Why are you trans?” “Why are you complaining, 

she’s hot!” “Why are you female in a male space?” “You just want attention.”  

We all have a right to exist in society. At work and play; at bars; in taxis; night and day; on the 

street; in hotels, at school; outside and inside; prisoner or free. Transpersons, male persons, non-

binary persons, female persons…bisexual, heterosexual, homosexual, asexual…all of us have a 

right to not be assaulted, to not be abused, to not be raped. 

Yet predators prey on victims every hour of every day.  

There is help. CVC is not about misplaced blame or judgement. CVC is about counseling, 

prevention education, court advocacy, and accompaniment. If the 24-hour news cycle triggers 

memories or feelings, new or old, related to your own “#ME TOO,” we are here for you. If your 

friends confide in you and you don’t know what to do, give them our number. We will help. We 

offer hope. We can help them heal. Call us.  

814-455-9414  |  800-352-7273 

* ME TOO was started by activist Tarana Burke, Director of Girls for Gender Equity, in 1996. 

WHAT WERE YOU WEARING? 

“I was in my jogging pants  
  and a sweatshirt.” 

WHY DID YOU MEET HIM  

ALONE IN HIS OFFICE AT 

NIGHT? 

“He was my advisor. He said he 

was too busy to meet earlier.” 
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Start the new year off with a bang at the  

8th Annual CVC Cornhole Tournament! 

Join us for a fun and competitive day of 

games, great food, and prizes. Beginners 

and experts alike, 18 years and older, are 

welcome.  

Teams of two can choose either the noon or 

the 4 p.m. time slots on a first-come, first-

served basis. (We will try to give everyone 

their preferred time slot.) 

We follow American Cornhole 

Organization rules, with regulation boards 

and bags provided on site. $50 covers team 

entry and food, with a cash bar available. 

Teams will compete through two sets of 

brackets for the final positions.  

For more information, contact Angie 

Devine at 814-455-9414 or 

angie.devine@cvcerie.org 

S u n d a y,  Ja n u a r y  2 8 t h  

12 & 4 p.m. 
At the Erie Maennerchor Club 

1607 State Street, Erie, PA 16501 
 

$50 per 2-person team  |  Cash Prizes! 

 Food included 

Cash Bar  |  Gift Auction  |  Raffle Tickets 

  Photo by John Kroto 



Opioid addiction has been a burgeoning crisis throughout 

the United States since the early 2000s. 

According to Erie County Coroner, Lyell P. Cook, by 

October 18, 2017, the number of accidental overdose deaths 

in Erie County had hit 107, passing 2016’s total of 95 and 

breaking an already unfortunate record. 

Opioids, including oxycodone, heroin, and the increasingly 

popular fentanyl, caused most of the overdose deaths. 

Erie County is not alone. 

Nationwide, the Drug 

Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) 

reports that 16 per 

100,000 people died of 

drug-related overdoses in 

2015. Pennsylvania is 

even worse, with drug-

related overdose deaths 

jumping from 27 per 

100,000 to 37 in just one 

year. Prescription or 

illegal opioids were 

involved in 85 percent of 

those deaths. 

“The scourge that is heroin and opioid abuse must be 

attacked,” Governor Tom Wolf said. “Pennsylvania loses 10 

people a day to this epidemic,” added Department of 

Human Services Secretary Ted Dallas.   

Concern about the impact of opioid addiction frequently 

fails to recognize collateral damage, namely sexual 

violence. 

Drug users rarely report assault, sexual or physical, due to 

shame, mistrust of authorities, confusion, or fear that doing 

so might endanger their access to the drugs they crave. 

Some don’t even realize that they’ve been assaulted until 

they wake to find their clothes in disarray, bruises, and 

other signs of sexual violence. For those dwelling on the 

streets, physical and sexual assault become a potentially 

deadly cycle that is normalized by its very frequency. Of 

women interviewed by sexual assault service providers in 

Boston, the average was 8 rapes or assaults apiece.  

Assailants target men and women who are unconscious or 

impaired. Additionally, drug users are likely to be in places 

away from the public eye or surveillance cameras, and thus 

lose that protection, as well. Many addicts are targeted by 

the very people providing them with illegal drugs—trapped 

into sex work by their addictions. 

In a study by New York University College of Nursing, 

41% of females and 11% of males reported being forced to 

have sex without their consent while they were using drugs. 

“Many...also reported 

exchanges of sex for 

drugs or money that 

increased their risk for 

sexual violence.”  

According to Dr. Jessie 

Gaeta, medical director at 

the Boston Health Care 

for the Homeless 

Program, few emergency 

room doctors routinely 

ask overdose patients if 

they’ve been victims of 

sexual violence. She says 

that screening needs to 

become routine. Doctors could be prescribing medicine to 

help patients avoid HIV and antibiotics to stop infections 

and treat wounds, but this rarely happens. 

The mental anguish caused by assault impairs addicts’ 

ability to get and stay sober, as well. Treatment for the 

addiction must coordinate with counseling for the assault, 

otherwise it is far too easy for sober addicts to return to self-

medicating in order to deal with the trauma resulting from 

rape and sexual violence.  

CVC works with clients to overcome the effects of sexual 

violence and refers them to Erie County drug and alcohol 

addiction programs, including Gaudenzia Erie, Safe Harbor 

Behavioral Health of UPMC Hamot, Perseus House, 

Stairways Behavioral Health, Esper Treatment Center, 

Pyramid Healthcare, New Directions Healthcare, and 

others.  

Drug use, like alcohol use, never equals consent. Victims 

always deserve hope, help, and healing. 

Another Danger of Opioid Addiction: Assault 







Jim Markowitz, George and Bob Anderson of Cruisin’ Rods-N-Kustoms 

It’s On Us PA 
Everyone is invited to 

play a role in ending 

sexual assault. Building 

off the momentum of the 

national It’s On Us 

movement, It’s On Us PA 

brings together college 

and university presidents, 

superintendents, 

administrators, teachers, 

students, families, and 

community members to 

reframe the conversation 

around sexual violence 

and pledge to be part of the 

solution. 

   It’s On Us to: 

 Recognize that non-consensual sex is sexual assault. 
 Identify situations in which sexual assault may occur. 
 Intervene in situations where consent has not or cannot be given.  
 Create an environment in which sexual assault is unacceptable  
 and survivors are supported. 
 

Cruisin’ Rods-N-Kustoms 

was kind enough to donate $668 to 

CVC in memory of LeNor “Inky” 

Anderson. The car club, which has 

disbanded due to ill health of 

members, made its last, very 

generous donation as a results of the 

care and compassion of its dedicated 

members. CVC’s staff, and all those 

we serve, are so grateful for their 

kindness in Inky’s memory. 

 

  

Erie Gives $28,408 to CVC! 
 

CVC is extraordinarily grateful to all who 

participated in Erie Gives 2017. This one-

day fundraising effort coordinated by the 

Erie Community Foundation raised nearly 

$4.5 million for local charities.  

Nearly 100 donors supported CVC with 

record-breaking contributions and our staff 

and clients are most grateful to you all! 

Who We Help 

2016 

Sexual Assault 

458 Adults 

241 Children 

233 Significant Others 

Other Crimes 

3,146 Victims 

535 Witnesses and  

Significant Others 

$114,121.91 in Crime 

Victims Compensation 

831 Prevention 

Education Programs to 

19,659 participants 

Client Wish 

List 

CD player 

Finger-paint paper and 

finger-paints 

Yoga mats, blocks, and 

blankets 

Unlined journals and 

sketchpads 

 

Key Services 

24-hour Hotline 

Crisis Intervention 

Individual Counseling 

Support Groups 

Court Accompaniment 

Prevention Education 

Compensation Assistance 

Restitution Assistance 

Satellite Offices in  

North East, Corry,  

Edinboro, Union City,  

and Albion 

 

814-455-9414 

Governor Tom Wolf and CVC Executive Director Paul A. Lukach 

http://itsonus.org/


Oh, what a night! 
Moonlight on the Bay 2017 might 

have had a few sprinkles, but 

spirits were soaring! Chair couple 

Dawn and Matthew Shultz (right)

and a crowd of 300 enjoyed the 

song stylings of Lindsay Vendetti, 

(pictured bottom right) fantastic 

beer and wine from Voodoo 

Brewery, Erie Beer, and  

6 Mile Cellars, and wonderful  

food from Cali’s West.  

All photos by R. Frank 
Photography. 

 

Lighting and sound by 
Grisé Audio Visual. 

Chuck Scalise, President and CEO 
of HANDS, and CVC Executive 
Director Paul Lukach with Senator 
Dan and  Peggy Laughlin (above). 
2018 Chair couple Matt and Karen 
Clark (below). 



www.cvcerie.org 

Crime Victim Center 

125 West 18th Street 

Erie, PA 16501 

You can help victims tomorrow by acting today. 

Visit our website: www.cvcerie.org to learn more 

about preventing child abuse, sexual assault, and 

other crimes. 

 

 

 

 

CVC is part of the amazonsmile program. Simply 

select CVC as your charity of choice at 

smile.amazon.com and continue to shop as usual. 

Every purchase you make will help crime victims 

here in Erie County. 

 

Making a planned gift to Crime Victim Center is the 

best way to ensure that victims throughout Erie 

County continue to receive trauma-informed care. 

Planned giving enables you to give a larger gift to 

CVC. If you’ve always wanted to give but it never fit 

in your budget, a planned gift is the perfect way to 

leave a lasting legacy of help, hope, and healing. 

CVC is happy to provide you with free estate 

planning materials. 

Your gifts and donations are needed now more than ever! 

Please email angie.devine@cvcerie.org or call (814) 455-

9414 to speak to Angie Devine with any questions about 

donating to CVC. 

www.facebook.com/

Crime-Victim-

Center-of-Erie-

County 

 

twitter.com/CVCerie 

814-455-9414 


