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Workshop Objectives: 

1) Participants will have an increased exposure to and understanding of the Prison 

Rape Elimination Act (PREA) legislation. 

2) Participants’ awareness will be increased about the sexual victimization of inmates, 

a historically underserved and vulnerable population. 

3) Participants will identify and understand the nature of PREA investigations. 

4) Participants will be able to identify outcomes and resources for victims and 

offenders of PREA. 

 

Workshop Abstract: 

The Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) is designed to provide for the analysis of the 

incidence and effects of prison rape in federal, state, and local institutions and to provide 

information, resources, recommendations and funding to protect individuals from prison 

rape(Prison Rape Elimination Act, 2003). This presentation will review PREA legislation and its 

implementation by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, the scope of behaviors (e.g., 

sexual harassment, sexual assault, rape) covered under the act, the internal and external 

investigatory processing of PREA allegations, and the outcomes and resources available for 

victims and offenders of PREA. It is of particular importance to this presentation that the 

audience understand the vulnerability and hidden victimization that occurs behind bars and the 

resources in place to help victims. Lastly, collaboration and prevention education between and 

among agencies has been instrumental in helping victims heal from this trauma. 
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